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Adoption of the Plan 

 Timber Lane Board of Directors Meeting  

                    June 10, 2014.   

 

 Adopted this Master Plan for the district 

 Adopted the priority list attached 
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Overall Plan Description 

 District Area – 2107 acres  Ultimate 2942 acres 

 Population – Present 17,800  Ultimate 24,000 

 Park Area – Present 282 acres  Ultimate 357 acres 

 Cypress Creek frontage / linear greenway – 4 miles 

 UPRR - Hirschfield Property Acquisitions 



6/10/2014 Timber Lane Utility District  

Ultimate Master Plan  2014 

5 

Overall Plan Description 

 The Timber Lane Utility District is a governmental body in the State of Texas and as one of its duties is to 
provide parks and recreation to the community under Chapter 49 and 54 of the Texas Water Code. 

 This planning project started in July of 2005 – December 2005 with out initial contract with Texas A&M 
University (TAMU) – College of Architecture– Department of Landscape Architecture and Urban Planning 
to plan an interconnecting trail system to 3 parks.  It was after this initial plan that the Timber Lane Utility 
District (TLUD) Board of Directors decided that an  ultimate plan for our community was needed due to 
the rapid development occurring in the district for single family dwelling units and ultimate build out of 
our acreage.  The ultimate build out plan required 2 additional projects by TAMU in January 2006-May 
2006 for Union Pacific Railroad Park (UPRR) and August 2006 – December 2006 for Highland Glen—North 
Hills Park. 

 The 3 planning activities together gave us the basis for the ‘ultimate master plan’ for our local parks, trails 
and greenway for the entire TLUD.  There have been multiple benefits from doing this planning.   

1. Awareness to other groups Harris County Precinct 4 and Houston Parks Board (HPB) to future park land. 
2. Interconnectivity of the trail system to all subdivisions in the district and to adjacent districts (Memorial 

Hills, North Hills and Birnam Woods) and parks such as Mercer Arboretum. 
3. Prime example for the linear trails in Cypress Creek Greenway Project. 
4. Used as an model for a National Landscape Architecture Symposium on Urban Planning 
5. Transportation Improvement Project -Cypress Creek Hike and Bike Trail & Bridge Project for funding 

through HGAC managed by TxDOT. 
6. Signed 6 Interlocal Agreements with Harris County Flood Control District for trails through their property. 
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Park Projects In-Process 

 Transportation Improvement Project – Engineering is complete, bid letting 
complete and construction on 2 bridges and 2.5 miles of paved trail to begin 8/1/2014 
with completion 10/15/2015. 

 
 Cypress Creek Park Parking and Restrooms- Engineering completed, bid letting 

complete and construction to begin 7/1/2014 and complete 9/15/2014. 

 
 Timber Lane Trail Head #8 – Engineering complete and bid letting scheduled for 

7/1/2014 

 
 Under Hardy Toll/Union Pacific Bridge Crossing – Engineering in-process.  
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PUBLIC INPUT SESSIONS 
 October 4

th
 2013 - Cypress Creek Park Dedication – Public display of the Master Plan 

and input from the public 65 attendees 

 
 March 22

nd
 2014 – Disc Golf Cleanup at Timber Lane Park – Public display and input 

from the public 25 attendees 

 
 April 8

th
 2014 – North Hills HOA – Public display of the Master Plan and public input 

100 attendees 

 
 April 26

th
 2014- CITO Event at Sandpiper Park (Geocasche Cleanup Event) with 40 

attendees – Public display of the Master Plan and input from the public  

 
 May 8

th
 Public Hearing on Master Plan 20 attendees 

 
 June 10

th
 Public Hearing on Master Plan, Flood Mitigation and Plan Adoption 18 

attendees 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS-PARKS 
 Timber Lane Park –1994 
 Spring Community Playground 2003 
 Liberty Park 2004 
 Cyress Creek Hike and Bike Trail 2008 
 Park Bond Election 2007 
 Sandpiper Park 2010 
 Herman Little Park 2012 
 Cypress Creek Park 2013 
 TIP Bridge 2014-2015 
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The program has grown as a result of the community involvement and interest generated by our Spring Community Playground project we completed in 2003 and the 

plans for complete development of the district in residential subdivisions. 

 
1. Recognized by HGAC for “Best of the Best” Planning for our Timber Lane Master Park Plan in 2007 for a 13 county region 

2. Internationally recognized as a “Case Study for Urban Planning” at the University of Massachusetts Association of Landscape Architect and 

Regional Planning Department Symposium in Boston in 2007 

3. Recognized by HGAC for “Best Project Under $500,000” in 2009 for a 13 county region for Cypress Creek Hike and Bike Trail Project 

4. Recognized by HGAC for “Best Project Over $500,000” in 2012 for a 13 county region for Herman Little Park 

5. Completed 10.5 miles of  natural surface and crushed granite trails in the district 

6. Considered one of five regionally significant bike and pedestrian projects for the region by the HGAC Transportation Area Council 

7. Awarded a $4.9M Transportation Improvement Project in 2008 contract let 5/2014- 80/20 funded 

8. Awarded TWO Federal Trails Grants in 2007 and 2009 –both completed 80/20 funded 

9. Awarded TWO $1M Outdoor Recreation Grants in 2008 and 2009 –both completed 50/50 funded 

10. Entered into 6 Interlocal agreements with Harris County Flood Control District 

11. Secured public & private donations of land and money totaling $1.48M 

12. Amassed green space in the district from under 20 acres in 2005 to more than 282 acres once these current projects are implemented. 

13. Involved hundreds of volunteers in our parks and trails including Texas Master Naturalists, Student Conservation Association, Spring ISD 

Distinguished Service Graduate Program, GHORBA, Boy Scout Eagle Projects, Girl Scout Gold Award Projects and various community 

youth groups 

14. Recognized by the Quality of Life Coalition Houston as a planning and implementation model for the region 

15. Currently have $7.4M in projects with the district share being $1.6M 

16. Voters approved $6M in bond authorizations for parks to date issued $2.9M 

17. Ultimate Master Park Plan development for Timber Lane Utility District 

18. Worked with Texas A&M with scholarships for over 100 students 

19. Largest district project ever undertaken  

20. Established strong relationships with Harris County Precinct 4, Harris County Flood Control, Houston Galveston Area Council, Cypress 

Creek Greenway, Houston Wilderness, Houston Parks Board, Mercer Arboretum, Bayou Land Conservancy, Greater Houston Partnership, 

Bayou Greenway Group, Texas Parks and Wildlife, Trust for Public Land, National Parks Service, and eight utility districts in park 

development 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 SPRING COMMUNITY PLAYGROUND PROJECT 
 This playground was built by the Spring community for the betterment of the Spring community ultimately for the enjoyment by our children with 

community donations and community volunteer labor.  It was built in 5 DAYS from January 29th to February 2nd 2003 with over 900 community 
volunteers. A large majority of the volunteers were parents, grandparents and friends of students from Hirsch, Smith and Jenkins Elementary Schools.  
We also had volunteers from Austin, San Antonio, Dallas, Houston, Kingwood, Conroe, Laredo, and Mexico. 

 There were many community groups involved that supported this project both monetarily and with volunteer participation.  We would like to thank those 
volunteer groups for the numerous hours of labor that went into the building of this magnificent facility.   The following is a partial list of groups – 

 Harris County Community Service Corp, Girl Scout Troop 3153, Boy Scout Troop 1565, Cub Scout Pack 65, Knights of Columbus Council #6557, Spring 
Volunteer Fire Department, St. James Youth Group, St. Mary’s University San Antonio– Service Learning Center, Lion’s Club – Spring, Spring High 
School Student Body, Spring High School Girls Basketball Team, Spring High School Volleyball Team, Dueitt Middle School Shop Classes, PTOs from 
Hirsch, Smith and Jenkins Elementary Schools, Twin Creeks Middle School Student Body and Dueitt Middle School Student Body, Lucent Technologies 
Engineering Group Volunteers, and Hays Utility Service Volunteers. 

 The planning started in August 2001 by Timber Lane Utility District.  The land for the playground was donated by Timber Lane Civic Association to 
Timber Lane Utility District to develop and maintain.  Then Timber Lane Utility District hired an architect Leathers and Associates that specializes in 
community built playgrounds to design, develop, and manage the construction of this playground in January 2002.  The Design Day event took place in 
May 2002 at Hirsch Elementary School with students from each grade level providing input into the design and ended that evening when the design was 
presented to the public at a parents meeting and the formation of the various committees to plan for the construction, funding, and volunteering began.  
The committees meet from May 2002 through December 2002.  The next step involved several fundraisers, which took place from September 2002 
through December 2002.  The fundraisers included “Pennies For The Playground” at Hirsch, Smith and Jenkins Elementary School, Picket Fence Fund 
Raiser, and Corporate Sponsorships. We had many corporate sponsorships- Aurous Development, Redfin Development, D.R.Horton Homes, Pulte 
Homes, Royce Homes, Union Pacific Railroad, Spring Pizza Buffet, JVI Sign Company, Ad-A-Print, Hays Utility Service Corporation, Van De Wiele 
Engineering Inc., Smith, Murdaugh, Little and Bonham, LLP, Lucent Technologies, Inc., Whites Construction Company, CET Limited, Ascrete, Deitz-
Crain Homes, Dorsett Brother Concrete, Morrison Supply, Lowes, Home Depot, Jack Roach Ford, Bayside Printing Company, The Lemmon Family, 
Champion Rentals, DINA Industries, BFI, Makita Tools Inc., Ocanas Electric, Affordable Tents, Sholl-Forest Industries, United Rentals, SER 
Construction,  Knights of Columbus, United Rentals, Grubbs Video, Pavestone and Hidden Valley Wrecker. 

 The final step was the construction. 
 It began with donated construction equipment including 2 bull dozers, 1 track hoe, 1 backhoe, 1 all-terrain forklift, 3 bob cats, 1 boom truck and 1 light 

stand.  During the 5 days it took to build this playground we served 2400 meals to the workers with food donated by the children at the elementary 
schools, we installed 6 semi trucks full of ground cover-600 cubic yards, we spread 10 dump trucks full of crushed limestone for drainage underneath the 
playground, we installed 44,000 screws soaped by the children, we transported and installed 28,730 board feet of ACQ treated lumber, we transported 
and set 260 ACQ treated posts in the ground, we routed and sealed 114,920 linear feet of lumber, we drilled and installed 1320 lag screws, we covered 
and installed 490 feet of chain, we applied 70 gallons of sealer, and we hammered in 465 pounds of nails.  

 PLEASE USE THIS FACILITY WITH CARE KNOWING IT WAS BUILT BY A CARING COMMUNITY FOR OUR CHILDREN AND GRAND CHILDREN 
WITH DONATIONS BY MANY OF OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES. 

 Dedicated by Jerry Eversol, Precinct 4 Commissioner, Marsha Warkin, Hirsch Elementary Principal, and Dr. Hinahosa, SISD Superintendent on 
February 2nd 2003 5PM. 
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PARKS 10 YEAR TIMELINE  DRAFT UPDATE 5/29/2014                                                                                         

  ESTIMATED  3Q2014 4Q2014 1Q2015 2Q2015 3Q2015 4Q2015 1Q2016 2Q2016 3Q2016 4Q2016 1Q2017 2Q2017 3Q2017 4Q2017 1Q2018 2Q2018 3Q2018 4Q2018 1Q2019 2Q2019 3Q2019 4Q2019 1Q2020 2Q2020 3Q2020 4Q2020 1Q2021 2Q2021 3Q2021 4Q2021 1Q2022 2Q2022 3Q2022 4Q2022 1Q2023 2Q2023 3Q2023 4Q2023 1Q2024 2Q2024 3Q2024 4Q2024 

PROJECT DATE COMP DESCRIPTION 

Cypress Creek Hike and Bike Trail  Acquire Property -Hirschfield Easement       

  Acquire Property -UPRR        

  

Cypress Creek Hike and Bike Trail  Phase 1 - Trail heads - Timber Lane #8   

  

Cypress Creek Hike and Bike Trail  Phase 1 - Paving Trails -Timber Lane Section to Sandpiper Sections  gant   eng   const    

  

Cypress Creek Hike and Bike Trail  Phase 2 - Paving Trails -Cypress Creek Park to Herman Little Park  gant   eng   const     gant   eng   const     gant   eng   const     gant   eng   const     gant   eng   const    

  

Cypress Creek Hike and Bike Trail  Phase 4 - Access Tunnel under Hirschfield Rd.  gant   eng   const    

  

Cypress Creek Hike and Bike Trail  Phase 5 - Trail Extensi on on Lee Tract  gant   eng   const    

  

Cypress Creek Hike and Bike Trail  Phase 6 - Trail Extensi on on Park Spring North Tract  gant   eng   const     gant   eng   const    

  

                                                                                                    

Sandpiper Park  Phase 2 - Park ammenities - pavillion - playground -   gant   eng   const    

  

Sandpiper Park  Phase 3 - Under Treschwig connection   gant   eng   const    

                                                                                                    

Herman Little Park Phase 2 - Boat Ramp Paving  grant     eng   const        

  

Herman Little Park Phase 3- Park amenities  playground upgrade  grant     eng   const        

  

Herman Little Park Phase 4 - Bridge across Lem Gully  grant     eng   const        

                                                                                                    

Cypress Creek Park Acquire Property -   grant   prop   close    

  

Cypress Creek Park Phase 1 Splash Pad  grant   eng   const    

  

Cypress Creek Park Phase 2  Mtce Bldg, Edu Bldg and Greenhouse  gant   eng     const          

  

Cypress Creek Park 

Phase 3-   Boat 

House - Main 

Building - Community Center - Skate Board Park  gant   eng     const          

                                                                                                    

Timber Lane Park Upgrades Spider Climber - Skate Board Park  grant   prop   close     grant   prop   close    

  

Timber Lane Park Upgrade Splash Pad - Parking  grant   prop   close     grant   prop   close    

  

Liberty Park Upgrades Playground Expansi on  grant   prop   close    

  

Sandpiper Park Upgrades Future - Phase 3  grant   prop   close     grant   prop   close    

  

Mtce Facility - SSTP Covered Storage Area   

  

Trees Program 5 years Addition of trees to various parks as required                       

  

Water Trail Improvements Trail Head -Canoe Ramps etc.  grant   prop   close    
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Needs –Priorities 
Needs – Outdoor Priorities 
1. Hiking and Biking Trails Property Acquisition  
2. Splash Pads 
3. Exercise Stations 
4. Pedestrian Bridge 
5. BMX Pump Track 
6. Dog Park 
7. Soccer Fields 
8. Local Playgrounds 
9. Picnic Areas / Pavilion 
10. Connectivity to HC Parks 
11. Under Bridge Crossing 
12. Hiking and Biking Trails 
13. Paved Trails 

Needs – Indoor Priorities 
1. Community Center 
2. Education Building 
3. Greenhouse 
4. Maintenance Building 
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Goals & Objectives 

 Preserve greenways throughout the community 
along Cypress Creek and part of Cypress Creek 
Greenway Project. 

 Build a hike and bike trails interconnecting the 
community pocket parks.  

 Addition of amenities to the existing parks and 
community building. 

 Develop the interconnecting trails to HC parks in 
partnership with Harris County – Precinct 4 Parks 
Department. 

 

 
 



6/10/2014 Timber Lane Utility District  

Ultimate Master Plan  2014 

14 

Standards Used  
 AASHTO 
 ADA 
 IMBA 
 LOCAL STANDARDS 

              1. Standardized restroom design for our parks by John A. McGee Architect, Houston, Texas 

    2. Standardized pavilion design from Leathers Associates, Ithica, New York. 

              3. Standardized sustainable trail design by S&STrails, Austin, Texas  

 
 PARK PLANNING 

              1. National Recreation and Parks, Park, Recreation and Open Space Guidelines. 
 
    2. U.S. Department of Interior ,U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service , Classification of Wetlands and Deep Water Habitats of the United States. 1992 
 
    3. Landscape Architectural Graphic Standards, L.J. Hopper 2007 
 
    4. Landscape Detailing, Volume 4- Water, Michael Littlewood, 2001 
 
    5. Planning and Urban Design Standards, Emina Sendich 2006 
 
    6. Landscape Planning, Environmental Planning 4th Edition William Marsh 2005 
 
    7. Landscape Restoration Handbook 2and Edition , Harker and Harker 1999 
 
    8. Inventory and Monitoring of Wildlife Habitat, Allen Cooperrider, R. Boyd, and H. Sturart, 1986 
    
    9. Landscape Plants for Texas and Environs,  Michael Arnold, 2002 
 
   10. Wildlife Management Techniques Manual. Sanford Shemnitz, 1988 
 
   11. Timesaver Standards for Landscape Architecture, Charles Harris and Nicholas Dines , 1988 
 
   12. Texas Wildscapes, Gardening for Wildlife, Noreen Damude and K. C. Bender 1999 
 
   13. Native Texas Plants , Landscaping Region by Region, Sally Wasowski and Andy Wasowski,1997                 
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Maps 

 Harris County Master Bike Plan Map 

 Cypress Creek Greenway Project Map 

 Timber Lane UD Boundary Aerial 

 Timber Lane Parks Master Plan Map 

 Houston Wilderness Map 
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Maps – H-GAC Bike Master Plan 
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Maps -Cypress Creek Greenway Project 
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Maps – Timber Lane UD Aerial 2013 

 1 
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Maps – Timber Lane Parks Master Plan 



Houston Wilderness  
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Demographics Index 

 Demographics Map– page 22 

 Demo – Race/Population/Income– page 23 

 Demo – Race/Sex/Age -page 24 

 Demo – Children/Employment/Income -page 25 

 Demo – Household/Growth - page 26 

 Demo – Cypress Creek Greenway User pg 27 

 Demo – Cypress Creek Greenway Pop pg 28 

 Demo – Cypress Creek Greenway Obes pg 29 

 Demo – District Population Projections page 30 
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Demographics  

 SURVEY MAP  1 
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Demographics- Race/Population/Income  
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Demographics – Race/Sex/Age 
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Demographics – 

Children/Employment/Income 
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Demographics – Household/Growth 
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Demographics- 

District Population Projections 
2014-2024                 TLUD 10 YEAR PLAN - POPULATION PROJECTIONS

PROJECTED CONNCECTIONS IN THE DISTRICT

YEAR POPULATION ACTIVE UNDER CONST TOTAL ASSESSED EVALUATION CONSTRUCTED SECTIONS 2014

2014 18,550 5300 240 5540 404,000,000.00$   2013 TIMBERLANE SEC 1-12

2015 19,390 5540 240 5780 440,000,000.00$   2014 CYPRESS TRAILS SEC 1-2

2016 20,230 5780 240 6020 476,000,000.00$   2015 SANDPIPER SEC 1

2017 21,070 6020 240 6260 512,000,000.00$   2016 SANDPIPER VILLAGE SEC 1-2

2018 21,910 6260 240 6500 548,000,000.00$   2017 SPRING CROSSING  SEC 1-2

2019 22,750 6500 240 6740 584,000,000.00$   2018 CYPRESS TERRACE SEC 12

2020 23,590 6740 240 6980 620,000,000.00$   2019 PARK SPRING SEC 1-2

2021 24,430 6980 240 7220 656,000,000.00$   2020 HIGHLAND GLEN SEC 1

2022 25,270 7220 240 7460 692,000,000.00$   2021 WESTFIELD BRIDGE APARTMENTS

2023 26,110 7460 240 7700 728,000,000.00$   2022 WINDSONG VILLAGE APARTMENTS

2024 26,950 7700 240 7940 764,000,000.00$   2023 TRAILING VINE APARTMENTS

TIMBER RUN APARTMENTS

ULTIMATE ON 34,650 9900 SPRING TRACE SENIOR LIVING

WERRINGTON SEC 1

CURRENTLY PLATTED 2107 ACRES MAPLE TERRACE SEC1

TIMBER LANE QUADRAPLEX

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

PARK SPRING SEC 5-6

MAPLE TERRACE SEC 2

WERRINGTON PARK SEC 2-5

CYPRESS TERRACE SEC 2-3

ARBOR TRAILS SEC 1

PLANNED CONSTRUCTION

HIGHLAND GLEN SEC 2

LEE TRACT

ARBOR TRAILS SEC 2 + RESV

ACREAGE LEFT = 640
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Inventory of Existing Facilities 
              AMENITIES 2014
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HIGHLAND GLEN BAYER PARK HC PCT 4 YES X X X X

  NORTH HILLS HERMAN LITTLE PARK TLUD YES X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X O

HERMAN LITTLE PARK FUT TLUD NO X O

HG COMMUNITY PARK HG CIA YES X X

TIMBER LANE TIMBER LANE PARK TLUD YES X X X X X X X X X X X O

LIBERTY PARK/SCPP TLUD YES X X X X X X X X X X

HIRSCH ELEMENTARY SISD YES X

TL CIA TLCIA YES X X X X X X X

SANDPIPER SANDPIPER PARK TLUD YES X X X X X X X X

SANDPIPER PARK-FUTURE TLUD NO O O O O O

PARK SPRING PS COMMUNITY PARK PS CIA YES X X X X

CYPRESS CREEK PARK TLUD YES X X X X X X X X X O O X X O O X O O O

CYPRESS CREEK PARK TLUD IN-PROCESS IP IP O

CYPRESS TRAILS CT CIA CTCIA YES X X X X

SPRING CROSSING SC CIA SCCIA YES O

ARBOR TRAILS MERCER ARBORETUM HC PCT 4 YES O X X X X X X X X X

ARBOR TRAILS SEC2

CYPRESS TERRACE CT CIA CTCIA YES X X O

WERRINGTON PARK TIP PROJECT TLUD IN-PROCESS IP IP IP IP IP

BUILDER IN-PROCESS IP IP IP

TLUD NO O O

WERRINGTON W CIA W CIA YES X X X X X

TOTAL IN-PROCESS 2014-15 COMPLETION 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

TOTALS TLUD 1 1 2 3 2 3 5 4 4 2 3 0 0 3 3 3 3 2 5 4 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0

TOTALS CIA/COUNTY 0 1 4 0 0 2 0 3 1 0 1 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 4 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTALS ALL 1 2 6 3 3 6 7 9 7 2 6 2 3 4 4 3 4 2 10 11 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0

KEY

X = EXISTING FACILITIES

O = FUTURE FACILITIES

IP = IN-PROCESS 2014-15 FACILITIES
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Master Plan Links 

 LINKS 

 
 TIMBER LANE UTILITY DISTREICT – WEB SITE 

           http://www.timberlaneud.com/parks 
 TRAIL CORRIDOR MASTER PLAN 

           http://www.timberlaneud.com/upload/files/ 
 SANDPIPER PARK MASTER PLAN 

           http://www.timberlaneud.com/upload/files/2_Sandpiper-Park%202006.pdf 
 CYPRESS CREEK PARK MASTER PLAN  -   SITE ANALYSIS 

           http://www.timberlaneud.com/upload/files/ 
 CYPRESS CREEK PARK MASTER PLAN -  MASTER PLAN –BRET ELDER 

           http://www.timberlaneud.com/upload/files/ 
 HERMAN LITTLE PARK MASTER 

           http://www.timberlaneud.com/upload/files/ 
 TRAILS EXTENSION MASTER PLAN 

           http://www.timberlaneud.com/upload/files/ 
 PARK RULES  

           http://www.timberlaneud.com/upload/files/ 

 

http://www.gis.clri.com/website/tlud/
http://www.gis.clri.com/website/tlud/
http://www.gis.clri.com/website/tlud/PowerPointShows/Trial Corridor Master Plan & Park Site Plan_files/frame.htm
http://www.gis.clri.com/website/tlud/PowerPointShows/Sandpiper_files/frame.htm
http://www.gis.clri.com/website/tlud/PowerPointShows/Trail Corridor Master Plan & U.P.R.R. Park Master Plan_files/frame.htm
http://www.gis.clri.com/website/tlud/PowerPointShows/UPRR-Bret Elder.pdf

